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TAGS: PPOR, IZ, SY, EE 

SUBJECT: HIC EL ALFAQ VISIT TO IRAQ 

REF: BAGHDAD 380 

1. "FOUNDER-LEADER" OP ARAB BAATH SOCIALIST PARTY MICHEL 
APLAQ IS VISITING BAGHDAD AS HONORED QUEST POR SECOND 
TIME IN PAST LIVE MONTHS. IRAQI LEADERS PAYING PUBLIC 

DEPERENCE TO HIM AS SECGEN AP ABSP. 

2. ACCORDING TO ALGERIAN AMBASSADOR OTHMAN SAADI, 
APLAQ BEING USED BY IRAQIS TO PROMOTE INTERNATIONAL 
PRESTIGE OP IRAQI BAATH, PARTICULARLY VIS-A-VIS SYRIAN 
BAATH. HE COMPLETELY DISCOUNTS THEORY THAT APLAQ BEING 
USED TO ASSIST IN RESOLVING INTERNAL IRAQI DIPPERENCES. 
SAADI SAID APLAQ IS VIRTUALLY POWERLESS FIGURE AND 
REFERRED TO HIM AS "EE PAUVRE". 

3. ABOVE PITS WITH WHAT LEBANESE CHARGE TOLD ME WHEN HE 
SAID GOI HAD RECENTLY REQUESTED SPECIAL SECURITY 
PROTECTION FOR AFLAQ IN BEIRUT BECAUSE OP POSSIBLE 
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IRAQIS HAD POINTED TO SYRIANS. 

4. REGIME IS ENGAGING IN NUMEROUS OTHER PRESTIGE 
TYPE ACTIVITIES SUCH AS PLAYING HOST EOR MEETINGS OF EEDERATION 
OE ARAB ECONOMISTS, ARAB HEALTH PROEESSIONALS, AND THIS WEEK, 
ARAB LAWYERS CONFERENCE.WE ARE TOLD GOI PAYING ALL 
EXPENSES EOR DELEGATES TO THESE MEETINGS. 

LOWRIE 
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